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[Abstract] Objective The objective of the present study is to establish a sensitive , accurate and reliable polymerase chain reac-
tion (PCR) platform, to develop a simple and effective analytical method to measure the SARS—CoV-2 clinically, and to provide solution
of rapid diagnosis in case of outbreaks of infectious diseases through increasing the sensibility of detection limit. Methods The total
RNA was extracted from throat swabs and urine of 12 infected people, respectively. The cDNA was used as templates and the PCR pro-
gram was carried out after the generation of the droplets. The concentration of positive fragments were calculated by the droplet analyzer.
Integrated with a 2 983 bp fragment of SARS-CoV-2,the pUC57 plasmid was diluted by multiples of 10 and used as templates for RT—
qPCR. The standard curve was made according to the results of the amplification of the standard plasmid. The original concentration in
specimen was calculated according to the standard curve. The veracity of the measurements of both ddPCR and RT-qPCR were com-
pared, respectively. The quantity of the original copies in urine was measured through ddPCR method. Results The detection rate of 12
positive urine samples was 75%, and the detection limit was 5.4 copies/pLL, the detection sensitivity of that was obviously higher in com-
parison with RT-qPCR method. Conclusions ddPCR is accurate, rapid and sensitive, which can meet the requirements of rapid detec-
tion of low copy nucleic acid in urine samples.
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JT18 T , H T2 W SARS-CoV—2 J&R YL il S bRl 2 3 T
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T RT-qPCR EARA B 1) RAGMERAL, I Z AR A U 2
S REE VF 2K DU B AR B Y B AN BB AR — A% TR
RN RS, 2592 155 B st ok LR R AR

TR 2505 PCR (droplet digital PCR, ddPCR) [ T
A D B P 07 % AR 285 20 WL RT-qPCR W AR R 4y
H 24 20 000 ASYHALZK IR S 4T PCR RN, B
38 3 AR A3 T SO A TR A T 9O (R 5 R B R
AR 737 MR PR SO T SR LR AR 1 5 DL, 5 RT-
qPCR AH L , ddPCR ANT 22 il B v il 246 BV ] S 80446 X6
S H, XHIKHE DU R K 1 ELAT OR300 - 4 TR
TAEL B N B30 ok 2k 8 AR, It H: 224 B 1 ¢ X
Ao AN SR AR AT RV AR AR A M T A5 A T A R A
TR R R AR N R R RN . s fiiasd5 i1,
BEE A AR P& A5 SARS-CoV-2 R, AHIFST 4t
Xt 5 G4 F BHPE bR AR, WA 2E4T ddPCR F RT-qPCR
S, R T AR R AR R M A R AR 25,
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1.1 FRASFEX

20194F 12 J 25 H % 2020 4F 3 J1 4 H 1 [H 76 V5 B9
ERFR2E IR B B & 3 122 AR R fil s
B NBESEAT T SARS-CoV—2 55 #:A6  , el £ 2] BH 1
P 17 43 (B @A), Fo L F& IS 45 A< 54,
FRIGARAS (FEHLIR ) 1263 o 995 NN AFRHEAR G Gl L e
PRI BE W 91297 1 28 GRAT AR - IR0 Y e i 27 46
PR« B AR ICEE Z Wi N i AR 42 32 25 0367 LA S H A
YRIT , FRASCAE J5 RT-PCR K& I25 5 B

1.2 XEE5iRXF

1345 - EX3600 % R H 2l i BN ( i Z 7T AE Rt
e BN A BN ) . Bio-Rad CFX96 SZ ¢ 565 & PCR
% (5% [ Bio-rad 73 7] ) | Bio—Rad QX200 7% 2\ % 7
PCR %5t (Z£[H Bio-rad AT ) o

15 : Bio—Rad Droplet Generation Oil ( £ [# Bio—rad
/7)) \Bio—Rad Droplet Reader Oil (Z£[E Bio—rad A7) ) .
Bio—Rad 2x ddPCR supermix for probes ( 3% [&] Bio—rad 2y
A B R EAET) BE R EAET) B km =
2019-nCoV % o il 3 77) £ ( LV 2 VT A= W R By
AHBRAHED
1.3 FHi&

AR SCHY 7 s A S R XU i A
EIRAE , IE S % 2012 4F 6 H 32 [ I RS2 56 2= A
HERTFSE B ABAR 1Y EP17-A2 ST
1.3.1 ZE 3R T SARS-CoV-2 RNA [1J42HL : Bt
35 TR TR TN 4% NaOH W, In ATRIR TR 4
B HBAE 30 min, WAL R A 10 min IR — K, HE
FEARTCHI 22 o B 1 mL AL S FEAS T 13 000 rpm 50
10 min, 7 I3 5 F A BLER K 6%, 13 000 rpm 25405 10
min, B B 300 pL b3, 556k 2 4 1Y L3 I 8 R A )
300 wL B3ESUTIERST KRG P A 2] EX3600 1472
2 EU S 2 114 A i B e A L (— kT
DIFRER 36 MARAS) B e it & T i a8 e L & A 3

PR SARS-CoV-2 RNA ff $2 5 : BUR W 1.5 mL,
8 000 rpm &[> 5 min, 57 1 1.2 mL, FIRTR )G #H4T
IR BRI, BARL IR A I,

1.3.2 AR & 5% CDC-FAPERTRL V2, 2K
2983 bp, #HAk pUCST, AL T AW TR (i) i E
FRAEIA BG BRiE TR 059 B R 7.84 % 10" copies/
pLo FH ddH,O ¥ AnifE BURA 10 £ R AR RS, 227 Mk
Ji£(7.84 % 107 copies/pL ~ 7.84 X 10" copies/wL) o

1.3.3 1 FeiR4t 59T 50 R HE R AL DR
P> (National Microbiology Data Center, NMDC) A i
H15 E , B BT 058 il % SARS-CoV-2 i #:4% 7%
| (nucleoprotein, N)FEH, FHE B,

1.3.4 ddPCR R4k % Fo S5 -4 4L #4T ddPCR Z
I, 3 7o B B PCR, 3 8 51 °C ~ 62 °CZ B AS[A] )
T EEXHR JGRE TR o (4 FH Bio—Rad QX200 f#ii%

%*1 SARS-CoV-2mBE=EREASIMER

Table 1 Primer information of SARS—CoV—2 virus nucleocapsid protein gene

\ EFS
HH AR =l 17
B4 F R F-BE (bp)
mg IWJ 5"—-GGGGAACTTCTCCTGCTAGAAT-3" 5 -FAM-TTGCTGCTGCTTGACAGATT-TAMRA-3" 99

JG5197:5 ~CAGACATTTTGCTCTCAAGCTG-3"
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FHECF PCR RGEFEAT I, BARIRAME D PR S RS AY
i MR A5, s A ksl , FEEALHE PCR S A #
(W 2) MW & 4 \PCR [ R 3 E IR (5 5
iRl

*2 ddPCRRMfEZH
Table 2 ddPCR reaction system

Moy {AF(uL)
2xddPCR supermix for probes(no dUTP) 10.0
A5 (10 wm) 1.8
JE5 (10 pm) 1.8
ZEF(10 pM) 0.5
cDNA #5ifz 1.0
ddH20 4.9

W bR S AR ZR IR A S I A GRG & A R ) —
HE, ZEWGR A2 R Ol BREF AN 70 L W 25 i, 2
P i 2L PG A 4 Bl A R 7K1 I T Bl & A
s PR b ST R AR 2R T S e U R & AR
droplet Z1 {0 (£ 45 pl) @ #B4E A 96 fLAR , B8 5
BT PCRACHHATY M. ¥R F 4 :95 °C 10 min,
94 °C 305,60 °C 1 min, f FEAEALBCE )y 2 °C, HL 401
s 9B E5 005 98 CRESR T 10 min, B MRABE 2
MEAREL . P IEETHIS B 96 LA AR B2
ORI R £ 15 5, FE 8 QuantaSoft #£4 (Bio—Rad,
USA)Zr Bkt .
1.3.5 kA& H A8 ddPCR #3  [BUR 25 . B X 8
FNBAMEXT R A2k B RLEARAG BE 2019-nCoV AZ A I
WA & (R Z AR A IR A ED) o ER#EbR
WE 5 WO 12 R 10° copies/mlL, 43 5l i BE A 10° copies/
wL. 10* copies/wL. 10° copies/wL . 10* copies/pl. 10 cop-
ies/L 11 copies/pL, 26 AN BESEATHE &S00 . i
T REAZ IR RIS TE BRSO 254 i#E4T ddPCR Y3
BRSO R A B R — 23 G R B
VAR 2R B O R AT ARG A A b 3 3o e A
AR L 2 S5 R A B O K il 43 2 ) eg A
96 LR, i#47T PCR I o SR A] b, B A B0 2ibm
AR B4 3 A RIS AR A7 S
1.3.6 2GR = HRIFA(imit of blank, LOB ) :
Z: f v AESEMIR BIFSE 5 s, R 8 4y (3 IR EE A ) AN [k
JE B PR AR A R SARS—-CoV—2 (945 DL &, 1155 1 FH
IZAGIN Y- 55 7T AR AR M B SO B A A N
1.3.7 it Fo#r ABETER M SPSS17.0 B/ F kA T48
T2, S T AS KOG AR + brifi 22 s, R
SR ST SR ¢ K9 7 1 AR P A ) 2 S

2 R
2.1 PHMERHEHI& 55|94 R IERIE

i IR FE RS FE PCR, IR KR EECH 51°C ~ 62 °CL B
FE LY AR GRS 60 °Co IR RIS 19 7 1A TR
TR BOR AR, LIZ7e i R R T 91y B AR, 36
RS [ W0e S P I F00 e PR B i B ARV . RT—-qPCR
R UL 1, B P AH QR FE AR AR 22 (14 4 Hh 2 A
ZLY33NEIR, BRI IR B (5 ¢) (7.84 X 10" copies/
L) I CHEL K T30 Z8h, HA & Mk BEREAR Y™ 14 M 2™
RERCR R DI BRTCY 1Y, SRBZIR R TCi5 G
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Figure 1 Amplification curve of CDC— positive plasmid V2 template
at different concentrations
Era~g o AR K 7.84 X 107 copies/pL.7.84 X 10° copies/pL

7.84 X 10° copies/pL.7.84 X 10* copies/wL,7.84 X 10° copies/uL.
7.84 X 107 copies/pL #7 7.84x10" copies/ L 7 AR h 2 B M AT R
BEAR A ddH,O

R IV FE ORI AR 22 40 /1~ IR R4 , i i
S e WL 2, T ) SR B AR S
1 PR S LT BT T SARS-CoV—2 930

Melt Peak

“d(RFUYAT

Temperature, Celsius

2 RERE CDC-PRIEBAL V2 #EAR A 7 i 2%

Figure 2 Template dissolution curves of CDC— positive plasmid V2 at

different concentrations

2.2 ddPCR Jz Rz#6: il 45 R HE = M

DL 3R 7 AN AN [] e B8 g BH - IR o 458 A 3 A7
ddPCR FZ i o 25 5L 7w, LA BH M 3Rz R 45547 (3.92
10" copies/wL) #E17 ddPCR 41 | 13l & A= A2 B 1
TECR T 10 000, WL 3, 76 B4 X B b, S0 BH P VR
Az B, 2% B RN AAR 2R VGO & A R P IE R, e 2 SR
PRSI
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Figure 3 One dimensional scatter diagram of CDC—positive plasmid
V2 template amplified by ddPCR

ddPCR AT SEPEAG I 25 5 7 < BT A5 52 0+ i

BB 10 000, Fe A i h 11 343, Fe = A o 15
136, FIZET PCR - G2 5% R, il Az i 80 g
BTl I IO A3 A PR, 5 ORI AR 1 IS MR B A L
ddPCR R I 25 S e B (1%, WLER 3. W MHLAE S
Z[AAH L3, ddPCR 25 R PR8I ddPCR #a I 45
RAYAE R ELCV HA T 0.04 ~ 12.09, 20 ddPCR
S5 HERR AT

L ddPCR A6 H 45 F RS s 1 e B 22 [ RO S
IR, SR R W 2 B LA B A S, P 2 ]
B ME S R ULIE 4, ddPCR A M &5 51 5 PRS(E SEA
IEAHSC, ddPCR &5 HE IE A T 5 . YA ARk R i 7.84
x 10° copies/pL B, G0 43 A7 {332 O 21 BR300 , 42
T 2R 34 Sk BHPE R, R R AL g A B, B s
15, ddPCR A - BRIV AR T 7.84 X 10 copies/pL,

#3 ZEEAEEMJIPCRIEZEKRL

Table 3 ddPCR precision test of nucleoprotein gene

CDC—FHIEGTRL (copies/wL)  FHMERGEEL  BIPERGEEL il eE KR (copies/pL) SPIEE £ SD T (%)

7.84 x 10 13 353 1193
11 435 1023

7.84 x 10° 2900 10 301
3281 11 136

7.84 x 102 313 14 823
362 14 408

7.84 x 10" 27 11 316
33 12 550

0 0 12 866

0 13 247

14 546 58 840 58 820.00 *+ 28.28 —24.98
12 458 58 800

13 201 5 840 5960.00 + 169.71 —23.98
14 417 6 080

15 136 492 538.00 *+ 65.05 —31.38
14 770 584

11 343 56 59.00 + 4.24 —24.75
12 583 62

12 866 No call

13 247 No call

y=13329x - 9.4979
R =1

0 10000 20000 30000 40000 50000 60000 70000
ddPCRZ A R FE (copies/ul.)

B4 ddPCR73%5 RT-qPCR Z B HIZk B %1
Figure 4 Linear correlation between ddPCR and RT—qPCR

2.3 ddPCR& M 5RT-qPCREMABEE

PEAR U ORI 7 W RS BV E M BAR , DA% 5t
M (nucleoprotein, N) J& K 4 - H 5051514, 3E
1T RT-qPCR I, W bR 2R y = -3.3171gx +
39.831, Lk PEAHIE R BN R = 0.999,y Jy Cr{H, x k¥
(copies/wL) o AR AR U HH £k, 38 3 Xk A oA A0
B Ct {E 8 1] 45 R AR H SARS-Co V-2 iR B 5 DL 4L,
W34,

2.4 ddPCR R EE MFATR5EE

TEEE P HrsLseh , ddPCR E A CV /)
180 2.31%, e KAH M 38.35%, 45 -2 W, ddPCR J7 1%
BABGFEE M. AR BB 2 7 vk (B 5 S0
ERFW V-6 RG22 -17.33% ~ -3.80%, WL
5. FEEREEEII ff H ddPCR ARSI 2 1) i A 45 551
TR H B B b v 0 BRI v B RPN AR R ) — 3K
{68
2.5 =ARIEM

ddPCR 4 I B 14 #4544 18 H SARS-CoV-2 4% Il
B, S50 R AN TR B (BRI ) A ™= A= 9 S0 e 11
101 ~ 14 805 Z[8], FHPERGR £ > 1 BRI A B BH 2 , 78
AR S H 2 G AR B BRME SN 1724, LOB fe kAl
THE M 0.09 copies/uL.
2.6 FRifikRAH SARS-CoV—-2 # Il

T RE A AR AS A A 7] B sk G MR 45 EORE
T A R i F 58 KU , A 5% 2350 H PR VBRI SARS-
CoV-2, 123 PRIEARAS2FRK AHRIZI AN o iR b fif
FHHEA AR P BA% e T X700 A 55 A6 i SARS-
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%4 ddPCR5RT-qPCRZEIMAHBIESE
Table 4 Intergroup duplication between ddPCR and RT—qPCR
ddPCR RT-qPCR
, , Al R i
Pk o w omer PR pamaecan PR e
AT 1 5 11 847 11 852 10 9.00 £ 1.41 35.20 2.49 2.45 % 0.05
4 11 694 11 698 8 35.24 2.42
NS 2 12 13 686 13 698 20.6 2530 + 6.65 33.44 8.45 8.34 £ 0.16
19 14 824 14 843 30 33.48 8.22
M3 4 15 167 15171 6.2 26.10 + 28.14 34.98 2.90 3.62 +1.02
34 17 359 17 393 46 34.40 4.34
MR T 4 7 6693 6700 24 37.00 + 18.38 36.22 1.23 1.41 £0.26
29 13 818 13 847 50 35.84 1.60
M5 18 12 250 12 268 34 2230 + 16.55 35.72 1.74 1.68 +0.08
6 13 282 13 288 10.6 35.82 1.62

7% : ddPCR A2 25 R Y RT—qPCR 4 25 3% 8 he R 4K A2 LB 7 1k & L Z A A7 £ 8K, B ddPCR 7 i #h % AR RT—qPCR 53

®5 ARKEBRKZHEARIIPCRAHEABES

Table 5 The ddPCR method of pseudovirus samples with different concentrations were repeated between groups

BEMERGREL BHMERGRER [Eekse K HH i BE (copies/wL) SEEIE + SD 22 (%)
9703 968 10 671 84 480
9188 2298 11 486 83 740 82 673.33 £ 2515.74 -17.33
8027 4056 12 083 79 800
1988 10 334 12322 8 980
2 440 7741 10 181 9 400 9210.00 + 212.84 ~7.90
2128 10 339 12 467 9 250
369 10 901 11 270 898
403 11019 11 422 989 963.33 + 57.01 ~3.80
411 9 855 10 266 1003
37 14 009 14 046 79
41 12102 12 143 83 83.00 + 4.00 ~17.00
43 14 161 14 204 87
3 12 267 12 270 8.2
4 12 556 12 560 8.4 8.90 + 1.04 ~-16.50
7 13 139 13 146 10.1
0 12 604 12 604 E N At
4 12 613 12617 7.5 5.90 £ 2.26
1 11 528 11 529 43
0 11519 11519 AR H
0 12336 12 336 A H
0 9 637 9637 AR H
0 12 334 12334 A H
0 11 476 11 476 ki
0 12 058 12 058 A H

E ARG T 1~ 6 BRI BRI, FRJE 4 R H 107 copies/wL . 10 copies/pL,10° copies/wL 107 copies/pL 10 copies/pL F= 1
copies/wL, FAHEAT A8 K B #7 AL K % 4 2019—nCoV AL B A MR A & (L2 i A A3 45 A PR3] ), ddH,O 4 2 & 3 18
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CoV—2 B , TAS I PRI ZS SR 4w 0 B, SR B
IR EEALTR A RFE UL

{1 ddPCR A 5% 12 fy BRIGUFEAS | H: 5 803 4
i, O kS 3 BIAAS A R 75%. BTG R
JEJEFE A 5.4 copies/wL ~ 30 copies/plL

IS &6 1 LAt B X 88 JI BH P iR A
P BEA X AR 300 BH PR £ 2 226 712 561, 7351

XF A V6 B A 4 520 copies/L 15 500 copies/pLo

PRI [F] Il ] RT-qPCR F1 ddPCR FEFT46
25 5 12 0y RO AS ] ddPCR 2 AR 9 003, ]
RT—qPCR £l 0 153 , 22 W] ddPCR 75 P& 7EARYE DA% IR
A o HA A

20000

16000

13954
gy 1245
10512

12363
12000 11278
8000~
4000—
2026
0 14 18

Urme] UrmeZ Urine3 Urme4 Urine5 Urme6 /\ egativ Positive
E5 RiEtrA1~6SHmiNER

Figure 5 Detection results of urine samples 1~ 6
7E : Negative A M B, B4R A 1 pL ddH20; Positive # [/
SR, BEM A 1 WL 7.84 X 10° copies/wL #% FA P 5
20000

I IF G
Ll
16000~

13211 2
19 12407 12900
9733

12000~ 10662

8000 7198

40007 2561
0 11

UaneI UrmeZ Urme3 Urine4 UrmeS Urine6 Negativ Positive
RBARAT ~ 12 SHMER

Figure 6 Detection results of urine samples 7 ~ 12

iE :Positive 4 [T I8 BEAR A 1 WL 7.84 X 107 copies/ L &9 FEHE T 45
3 itig

SARS-CoV—-2 48 LUK , v [ B B i R B A7
JI BRI, (ARG 1S 2RI 4a . (&, SARS-
CoV-2FEVFZ E Z ML IX iR A S AT 35, WFoedie 2
B, G T2 2 M 00 1 BB Re e 45 7 T DA AR X
it Z 10, TR AR M S ] 9 R 2 — B SR YT T
&, MMHIZ W BE DU A TR B 25 B 4 i it , Ay 928
RGNS

SARS-CoV-2 &4 58 1 5% 17 HLAF 1€ o RIS 1)
FePE. M H T CT (computed tomography ) sl B (446,
KRR s iR 1 JE A TRt o2 H A R ke
12 A BE rY 32 2R TR, A% R A I &5t B B
P AR A R AR 7 7 LA S RNA $2 555 o F2 4 2

SARS-Co V-2 5 73 1% & far I 13 LA B PR /g B A, 5
Hh,RT-qPCR H T A 4 BR A BR i, 7 1 PR L fr 1oz FH i
uity H #5822 AN TR 2N w2 7= a7 o e 2 ) AR
K, BV 22 5 AU 1) 25 B SR 3 T vA e 5 — It
[ H B P28 R, AT BUSWTEIR | 252 1 B 455 R
ERPE
ddPCR H AR PE 3B i, 4k % B PCR H A & J
K 1) —THURS 25 KB AR, f5e ) ddPCR 5 AR B FH R 73 29
BT RS A R A B0 P i A D . AT HRGE TR LY
ddPCR B H T4 Z eI, BEAE A6 341K 22 0.001% 1)
ZEAS L, AH L T RT-qPCR, R fUPE 32 %5 1 000 451,
XK AIF 57 45 S R, ddPCR ZE I R AR A 5 Mﬂl
ISFHAS H 285 T RT—qPCR , 3% 5 A58 45 45 AR TR
ARWFFEH, RT-qPCR a4 ST 1.41 copies/
L ) SARS-CoV-2, A1 TG4 1 R H1 5.4 ~ 30 copies/
pL(ddPCR # H{E ) i) SARS-CoV-2., {5 Fik 5
PR AR AR BB Y, X — I IR A PR
TR B AL R A IHE DU VE RS . Ml E RT-qPCR #
W, FEIG PR At X3 e 25 10 P S AR CUERD,
TSRS JURSOR e il 21297 T 58 Hh W e AU 328 2852 T R o
R CeqE > 35 B AT B b 2 sl th e . ZEARBIFSE
i 4 SR AR R M BE 1.41 copies/L X R (1) Ct
k1 36.03 , 38 3 5 K PCR B2 A W W12 0 1 Ry B | i
ddPCR 5 Z A% R A9 G I 25 5547 37.00 copies/pl.. Hi
BT L, ddPCR 0 o] DL #h 78 RT-qPCR il 285 5 |, i
RT-qPCR A BE #h 7¢ ddPCR A9 K6 I 25 5 o otk , 24
ddPCR #0145 5 4 5.4 ~ 30 copies/wL i}, RT-qPCR JG
PR AR R TARAF RS . RT—qPCRAG VR EEJEAR
$i Ct value #7 ABRIEMZIT TR, WHIS(E, 455 0K
T CoE PR T 2 Bt 35, Bl ColE g K, 25 S e
PERRAG , B KA YR 5 o046 79 (https:/mmde.
en/nCoV) 6 W 24 RT—qPCR &5 5 K T 37, I A e .
ddPCR B B A7 AL R 53— 19 B NAA 32 3B Bl Tl L 7K 1)
JINRTG , PEASURR B Y AT T B RS N e 22
G — MRS T, 2 PCRY 35 , 1 F Sl AS- 4 Sk
BEATACR AT 32 A R, A8 S5 5 B i s
R A VAT T AL 07, e E AR PRI
3 A7 i 3R PR AR S5, A AT A RIVAT 45 A A
T 10 240 % R U 5 DRI R B 3k VAR B ) ME R PR
# LF%“ W, BRAE AT -3 S0P 37R , RT-qPCR 11
THZ L ddPCR (= 1048, HEIH: J5E R AT GBS s 1f
ﬁﬁ/f&&%ﬂz e TR
Il R AZ BRAG SARS-CoV—2 FY HURE 32 54 45 5
R AT RS YR B B R AR AN
REHEIHPERRAS , i 22 B A U B SR i 22 52
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